SATISH CHANDRA MEMORIAL SCHOOL
HALF YEARLY/MID TERM EXAMINATION (2024-25)
CLASS VI
English 
Time Allowed: 3 hours       								             Maximum Marks: 80
General Instructions:
· This paper is divided into three sections: A [Reading], B [Grammar and Writing], C [Literature]. All the sections are compulsory.
· All the questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order.
· Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary.
· Read the instruction very carefully and follow them accordingly. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SECTION A: Reading Skills (20 Marks)
1.Read the following passage carefully.
“Bonku Babu’s Friend”
Bonku Babu did not get upset by any of this. Only sometimes, he cleared his throat and said, "Shame on you, boys!" 
One of the reasons for maintaining his calm was simply that he could not afford to do otherwise. If he did lose his temper and left his job in a fit of pique, he knew how difficult it would then be to find another, at his age. Another reason was that in every class, there were always a few good students, even if the rest of the class was full of pranksters. Teaching this handful of good boys was so rewarding that, to Bonku Babu, that alone made life as a teacher worth living. At times, he invited those boys to his house, offered them snacks and told them tales of foreign lands and exciting adventures. He told them about life in Africa, the discovery of the North Pole, the fish in Brazil that ate human flesh, and about Atlantis, the continent submerged under the sea. He was a good storyteller, he always had his audience enthralled.
During the weekend, Bonku Babu went to the lawyer, Sripati Majumdar's house, to spend the evenings with other regulars. On a number of occasions, he had come back thinking "Enough,
never again!" The reason was simply that he could put up with the pranks played by the boys in his school, but when grown- ups, even middle-aged men started playing the fool with him, it became too much to bear. At these addas that Sripati Babu hosted in the evenings, nearly everyone poked fun at Bonku Babu, sometimes bringing his endurance almost to breaking point.
Only the other day, less than two months ago they were talking about ghosts. Usually, Bonku Babu kept his mouth shut. That day, for some unknown reason, he opened it and declared that he was not afraid of ghosts, that was all! But it was enough to offer a golden opportunity to the others. On his way back home later that night, Bonku Babu was attacked by a 'spook As he was passing under a tamarind tree, a tall, thin figure leapt down and landed on his back! As it happened, this apparition had smeared black ink all over itself, possibly at the suggestion of someone at the meeting.
Bonku Babu was not frightened. But he was injured. For three days, his neck ached. Worst of all his new kurta was torn and it had black stains all over. What kind of a joke was this?
Even so, Bonku Babu had to come to these meetings. If he didn't, what would Sripati Babu think? Not only was he a very important man in the school committee and in the village, but he couldn't do without Bonku Babu, who could provide amusement to all.
On one particular day, the topic of conversation was space - in other words, they were talking of spaceships and space-travel. Soon after sunset, a moving point of light had been seen in the northern sky. A similar light was seen three months ago, which had led to much speculation. In the end, it had turned out to be a Russian satellite, called Khotka - or was it Phoska? Anyway, this satellite was supposed to be going round the earth at a height of 400 miles, and providing a lot of valuable information to scientists.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below:  			(10x1=10)

    i)The one who arranged meetings -
   a) Bonku Babu				                   b) khotka
   c) Sripati Babu					      d) phoska
  ii) ...........................made Bonku Babu’s life as a teacher worth living
   a) His colleagues 						b) His good salary  
   c) The few good students in each class 			d) The pranks by students  
iii)  This kind of stories Bonku Babu tells to his good students
   a) Fairy tales 						 b) Stories about his school  
   c) Tales of foreign lands and exciting adventures 	 	d) Ghost stories  
iv)  Bonku Babu find it difficult to attend the evening meetings at Sripati Babu's house because 
   a) He was always late 				 b) The people there made fun of him  
   c) He didn’t like talking to adults 		 	d) He was afraid of ghosts  
v) This happened to Bonku Babu after he mentioned he wasn’t afraid of ghosts 
   a) Nothing happened 				            b) A ghost actually appeared  
   c) He was attacked by a 'spook' on his way home 		 d) He was mocked by everyone at the adda
vi)  The figure that jumped on Bonku Babu’s back was smeared with
     a) Mud 							 b) White paint  
     c) Black ink 							 d) Flour  
vii)  ‘A fit of pique’ means a feeling of .......................
viii) The moving point of light in the northern sky is most likely identified as a ....................(Fill in the blank with a word/ words from the passage)
ix)  BonkuBabu : Patience :: Boys in class : _______
   a) Discipline 							b) Pranks  
   c) Fear 							d) Respect 
x) State whether the sentence is true or false. 
Bonku Babu was frightened when the 'spook' attacked him under the tamarind tree.

2. Read the following passage carefully :
"Teen Reading in Decline: Digital Media Takes Over"
The reading habits of teenagers have shifted significantly in recent years, with trends showing a marked decline in the frequency and depth of reading. Several factors contribute to this trend, including the increasing influence of digital media, the fast-paced nature of information consumption, and the competing demands on teenagers' time.
A recent report from Pew Research indicates that the percentage of teenagers who read for fun has been steadily decreasing. For instance, among 13-year-olds, only 17% reported reading for fun almost every day in the 2019-2020 survey, down from 27% in 2012. The percentage of teenagers who hardly ever read for fun has increased as well, with 29% of 13-year-olds in 2019-2020 reporting that they never or hardly ever read for pleasure, compared to just 8% in 1984. This decline is also reflected in how teenagers perceive reading assignments at school, with many expressing a preference for choosing their own books rather than being assigned material that they find unengaging.
Technology plays a significant role in shaping modern reading habits. The omnipresence of digital devices and platforms like social media has shortened attention spans, making it challenging for teenagers to engage with longer texts. The preference for quick, easily digestible content has led to a culture where reading for depth and understanding is often sidelined. This trend is exacerbated by "multi-screening," where teenagers consume content across multiple devices simultaneously, further fragmenting their focus and reducing their inclination towards sustained reading.
Moreover, the influence of parents and early childhood experiences with reading significantly impact long-term reading habits. Teens who grew up in homes where reading was valued are more likely to continue reading into adolescence. However, even these teens face challenges in maintaining their reading habits as they grow older and encounter the pressures of school assignments and the allure of digital entertainment.
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The overall picture suggests a need for strategies to re-engage teenagers with reading, possibly through the integration of digital platforms that cater to their interests and attention spans, and by offering more autonomy in their reading choices. Such efforts could help reverse the trend and foster a renewed interest in reading among teenagers.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below:   			(10x1=10)

i) The following best describes the trend in teenage reading habits
a) Increasing interest in reading for fun            b) Steady engagement in reading over the years
c) Decline in daily reading for pleasure              d) Growing preference for printed books
ii) The main reason for the decline in teenage reading according to the text is
a) Lack of access to books                                      b) The rise of digital media and short attention spans
c) Increased academic pressure    		 d) Decrease in library resources
iii) One of the following is true about teenagers’ reading habits
a) Teenagers are reading more for pleasure than in previous decades.
b) The percentage of teenagers who never read for fun is increasing.
c) Social media has no effect on teenagers’ reading habits.
d) Teenagers prefer school-assigned reading material.
iv) Replace the word from the text "engagement" by its antonym
a) Decline					b) Pleasure
c) Attention					d) Increase
v) Choose a synonym for "preference"
a) Autonomy					b) Trend
c) Choice					d) Pressure
vi) State True or False:
 The percentage of teenagers who read for fun daily has increased in recent years.
vii) Choose the most appropriate  analogy based on the text 
a) Digital media: Short attention spans :: Books : Long attention spans
b) Technology: Reading: Increase: Decline
c) Autonomy: Teenagers :: Social media : Distraction
d) Reading for fun: School assignments :: Social media : Productivity
viii) Assertion: Teenagers today prefer reading shorter content.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
        Reason: The rise of social media and digital platforms has shortened attention spans.
a) Both Assertion and Reason are true, and Reason is the correct explanation for Assertion.
b) Both Assertion and Reason are true, but Reason is not the correct explanation for Assertion.
c) Assertion is true, but Reason is false.
d) Both Assertion and Reason are false.
ix) The percentage of 13-year-olds reported reading for fun almost every day in the most recent survey is ................................( Fill in the blank with information from the passage)
x) Mention one cause which has contributed to the decline in teenage reading habits.


SECTION B: Grammar and Writing Skills (20 marks)

3. Attempt any TEN of the following twelve questions:       						 (10 x 1=10)
i) Change the following sentence into passive voice
 He will finish the work in a fortnight.
ii) Change the following sentence into active voice
Why was such a poem written by Bonk Babu?
iii) Identify the type of phrase in the following sentence
   He met a girl with blue eyes.
iv) Identify the type of clause in the following sentence 
   I expect that I shall get a prize.
v) Complete the given sentence by filling in the blank with the correct form of the word given in the bracket:
     The man _______ (realize) his mistake when he reached the end of his journey.
a) has realized 
b) can realize
c) realizing
d) realized
vi) Identify the tense and mark its type
 My watch keeps good time.
a) Present perfect tense
b) Simple past tense
c)Simple present tense
d) Simple future tense
   vii)  Fill in the blanks with appropriate article										A bird in the hand is worth two in ____ bush.
a) a
b) an
c) the
d) No article
viii) State whether the sentence is correct or incorrect based on the right application of article 
     The honesty is the best policy.
ix) Fill in the blank with appropriate conjunction
   Our hoard is little, ______ our hearts are great.
a) and
b) but
c) for
d) Since
x) State whether the sentence is correct or incorrect based on the right use of conjunction
    God made the country and man made the town. 
xi) State the type of sentence based on structure
He must work very hard to make up for the lost time. 
a) Simple sentence
b) Compound sentence 
c) Complex Sentence
d) Complex compound
xii) State the type of sentence based on meaning
What a piece of work is man!
a) Assertive sentence
b) Interrogative sentence
c) Exclamatory sentence
d) Imperative sentence 

4. Attempt any ONE from (A) and (B) given below: 								(5x1=5)

A) Write a letter to your grandmother, asking her for advice on how to handle a challenge you’re currently facing at school. Explain the situation and why you need guidance.
OR
B) Write a letter to the manager of a restaurant, complaining about the poor service and food quality you experienced during your recent visit.

5. Attempt any ONE from (A) and (B) given below:  							 (5x1=5)

A) Write a message to your neighbour, informing them about a package that was delivered to your house by mistake and asking them to collect it at their convenience.
OR
B) Write a notice to be put up in your school’s library, announcing a book donation drive and encouraging students to participate. Include the dates for the drive and where to submit the books.

SECTION C: Literature (40 marks)

6. Attempt any ONE from (A) and (B) given below:

A) Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 					(5x1=5)
“In a clearing beneath the Banyan tree, in bright sunshine, they came face to face. The cobra knew only too well that the grey mongoose, three feet long, was a superb fighter, clever and aggressive. But the cobra, too, was a skillful and experienced fighter. He could move swiftly and strike with the speed of light; and the sacs behind his long sharp fangs were full of deadly poison. It was to be a battle of champions.”

i) Write any one quality of cobra.
ii) The battle was fought at a particular place. Where was it?
iii) ‘It was to be a battle of champions ‘. Explain.
iv) Replace the word ‘experienced ‘.
v) The outcome of a battle is never in anyone’s favor. Justify. 
OR
B) Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 					(5x1=5)
“Although he rose to power and dignity, the shepherd remained as humble as ever. People loved and honored him for his wisdom, sympathy and goodness. He was kind and just to one and all. His fame as a fair and wise governor soon spread throughout the country. Now the governors of other provinces grew terribly jealous of him and began to talk to the king against him. They said, "He is very dishonest, and keeps for himself part of the money that he collects as tax from the people." Why did he always carry with him, they added, an iron chest? Perhaps he carried in it the treasure that he had secretly collected.”

i) One becomes someone’s favorite. How?
ii)  The governors were jealous of the new governor. State one reason.
iii) Can you make someone angry against the other? How? 
iv) Write any one quality of the new governor.
v)  Although -Name the part of speech.

7. Attempt any ONE from (A) and (B) given below:
A) Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 					(5x1=5)
“How bright on the blue
Is a kite when it’s new!
With a dive and a dip
It snaps its tail
Then soars like a ship
With only a sail”

i) The kite looks like _______. Complete the sentence.
ii) State any two movements the kite makes.
iii) A poetic device you find here
“Then soars like a ship”
iv) The lines are refrain of the poem. Write them.
v) Share your experience of flying kite in two lines.
OR

B) Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 					(5x1=5)
“Did they wear pajamas 
And do they watch TV?
And do they pick their noses 
The same as you and me?
Do they live with other people 
Have they moms and dads?
And were they ever children 
And were they ever bad?”

i) The theme of the poem according to the poet Peter Dixon is about being curious about your teacher. Elucidate.
ii) It is difficult to imagine the ordinary life of teachers. Why?
iii) The poetic device you see in the last two lines is_____. 
iv) Is the life of a teacher easy? Write in two lines.
v) The quality of a teacher that you have adopted has added a star to your character and attitude. How? 

8. Answer any four of the following questions in about 30-40 words each: 				(4x3=12)

a) Taro was rewarded with 20 pieces of gold for having been so kind and good. How are children rewarded in school when they do something good?
b) This made Taro sadder than ever, for the heart-warming drink’s sake was very expensive. What was the reason of his sadness and what made him even sadder?
c) My first friend was a small grey squirrel. Arching his back and sniffing into the air, he seemed at first to resent my invasion of his privacy. How does the squirrel become bolder later?
d) The myna dropped cautiously to the ground, hopped about, peered into the bushes from a safe distance, and then, with a shrill cry of congratulations, flew away. Who congratulated whom and why?
e) Write the process of kite making in a group.

9. Answer any two of the following questions in about 30-40 words each:    				(2x3=6)

a) Your simplicity is your identity. No one can snatch it or blame it anyway. Give your opinion based on the knowledge you gathered in ‘The Shepherds Treasure ‘.
b) Was the mongoose innocent? Did he receive the right treatment for his deed?
c) The farmer’s wife, who had acted hastily and rashly, stared long at the dead mongoose. Elucidate.

10. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-120 words each:   				(6x1=6)

a) Despite being an observer of the fight between the cobra and the mongoose, the boy doesn't interfere. What does this teach us about respecting the balance of nature, and why is it important to let nature take its course without unnecessary human intervention?
OR
b) In the poem, the kite sometimes dips and falls, yet it rises again with the wind. How does this reflect the value of resilience, and why is it important to keep trying even after experiencing setbacks?

11. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-120 words each:  				(6x1=6)
a) The mongoose remained loyal and protective of the farmer’s family, even in the face of danger. What can we learn from the mongoose's loyalty about the value of trust and faithfulness in our relationships?
OR
b) Despite rising to a position of power, the shepherd remained humble and kind. What value does this teach us about humility, and why is it important to stay grounded even when we achieve success or authority?
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